Recommendations for Tree Well Construction and Tree Planting in Downtown St. Louis

Two complete street tree inventories conducted in 2005 and 2009 by the Downtown St. Louis Community Improvement District (CID) have revealed information that can greatly increase the health and growth of downtown trees.  This information has been compiled by the Landscape Supervisor of the CID who is a Municipal Tree Specialist/Certified Arborist. A detailed street tree inventory report is available upon request.  Below is a quick list of recommendations for your convenience.  

Tree Species:

Do plant the following trees which are performing very well.
Elm (especially Lacebark Elm)

Ginkgo

Hackberry

Do consider trying the following trees which have been planted in small numbers and appear to be doing very well.
Amur Maackia

Golden Raintree

Japanese Pagodatree

Japanese Tree Lilac

Kentucky Coffeetree

Tuliptree
Do NOT plant the following trees which are performing very poorly.

Ash

Honey Locust

Linden

Maple*

Pear

Serviceberry

Japanese Zelcova

*despite the maple’s huge popularity, only 2 in 3 performs well in downtown and 1 in 5 dies within 4 years of being planted.

Tree Size:

All new trees between 2.5” and 3.5” caliper establish well.  Avoid purchasing or accepting trees that are larger than 3.5” caliper or smaller than 2.5” caliper as they don’t have a history of establishing well in downtown.  
Tree Well Size:

Trees are performing well in tree wells that are 4x8 (in feet) or larger.  Common tree well sizes larger than 4x8 are 4x10, 6x6, and shared planting strips where two or more trees share a larger tree well.  Trees in smaller tree wells are performing poorly, and 80% of all sidewalk damage from tree roots are in tree wells smaller than 4x8. 
If you are planning on improving the street in front of your property or business, please consult the Downtown Streetscape Plan.  You may qualify for tree planting if you install new tree wells within the Community Improvement District that conforms to these recommendations.  Call the CID Landscape Supervisor prior to starting construction at 314-436-6500 x233.

